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ust got back from ConFurence 
V. Between dodging California 
earthquakes, talking to loads 
of artists and fans, AP 
managed to score some 
sizzling hot titles! While I can't reveal all 




the specifics, look for Steve Gallacci's 
Birthright tentatively scheduled for this 
summer, I'll keep ya posted as more 
details become available! 

— o — 

Strangers in Paradise fans might be 



On the manga front, you will definitely 
want to pay attention to Sentai #1, 
which is being released this month, 
covers Japanese live-action teams and 
(my personal favorite) Hong Kong films. 
You might have seen some of these 





action show's before. Those who have 
usually agree that HK films are going to 



be one or the hottest things happemn 
so don't miss out! 




You might have seen the ads for it 



interested to know that another comic 
company has decided to pick up Terry 
Moore's critically acclaimed series after 
issue number three. While we're all 
saddened to lose the series, we know 
what an opportunity this represents for 



already, but to toot our horn again, look 



for The Golden Warrior: Iczer One this 
April! After some negotiation, we 



secured the rights to bring the translated 



version of the manga to the United States! 




We put together a small ashcan preview 



him-especially 



this company 



rumored to be getting into movies and 



S.i,P, would ma 




antastic flick (hint 



hint)! Good luck Terry, we wish you the 
best! 



recently and let me tellyou. the art is 
absolutely incredible! This April is 
shaping up to be the Anime Event of the 
Year, so stick around for all the fun! 



Pat Duke 
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ow do you get your 
Antarctic Press comics? 
Do you buy them at 
your local comics store? 
Do you order them directly 
from Antarctic Press, or do you 
have a subscription? Do you 
borrow them from your friends, or buy 
them at conventions? 




owner or manager; let him or her know 
exactly what you are looking for. If the 
store's employees aren't aware of what you 



want to buy, they are not going to order it. 




Check to see if your store has an advance- 
order system, or a subscription service. Ask 
if the store has copies of their monthly 
distributor catalog that you can look 



through. Frequently, stores give discounts 



Many people have written or called us, 
telling us now hard it is to "find" our 
comics in their area. Sometimes, they say, 
their local store only orders one or two 
copies, and sells out before they can get 



to them. Sometimes, store managers 



on comics ordered in advance. We greatly 
prefer that you buy our books at your local 
comics store, but if that is not an option, 
everything that we publish can be ordered 



directly through Antarctic Press - check out 



the back issue listing that is printed with 



most of the comics we publish (usually on 



complain that there is not enough interest, the inside back cover). 



and avoid ordering Antarctic Press titles 




altogether. Occasionally, store managers 



claim that they cannot get our books from 
their distributor, or That Very Book You 
Are Scouring The Planet For is cancelled. 



Don't worry, our books are coming out 



RETAILERS: If you are a store manager, 
and you have difficulty ordering Antarctic 
Press comics from your distributor, let us 

know. We can help you track down the 



roblem and make sure that you get the 



(mostly on time, but sometime late, I 
admit), and they are reaching the shelves. 




ooks that you are ordering. Also, keep in 



to comics stores (anything we have in 



But, as with all small comic companies 
out there, sometimes our comics have a 

hard time reaching everyone who wants a that's what it takes! 
copy. 



mind that we happily fill all retail-store 
reorders, and we are willing to sell directly 



stock, no minimum, at a hefty discount), if 




There are some actions you can do, 
however, to make sure that you get all the 
Antarctic Press books that you like, 



READERS: First of all, talk to your store 



Hey! Is there a comics store in your area 
that you w r ould like to recommend to other 
Antarctic Press fans? By all means, let us 
know! Send in the store's name, location, 
and a few lines on w T hy you think that 
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particular store is so great. If you know 
several wonderful stores, send them all in. 
(Store managers - yes, you can nominate your 
own store, too). Well compile a list of stbrei 
and list them here in a couple of months. 



Send your recommendations to: 



ANTARCTIC BLAST STORES 

7272 Wurzbach Suite #204 
San Antonio, TX 78240 



fax: (210)614-5029 

electronic mail: ANTARCTIC@delphi.com 



Cheers, 

Matthew High 
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Number One 

Volume One 



THE JOURNAL OF ASIAN S/F AND FANTASY 



February 



1994 



Hello, and welcome to SENTAI's first editorial. 



As some fo you may know I have long been a 
fan and advocate of Asian science fiction and fantasy 
films (particularly the Japanese superheroes) as evi- 
denced in the creation of the ZETRAMEN in my own 
comic series NINJA HIGH SCHOOL. Since we are 

doing so well with our sister publication MANGAZINE 



(now on its 30th issue) 



thing for the 



decided why not do the same 



ive action genre as that we did for the 



anime genre. SENTAI is the result of that decision. A 
regular publication that will feature articles, news, and 
reviews by fans for fans. Which now comes to my 
second point. 




NEED YOU! 



I need articles! 

fan art! I need 



need your letters of comment! 



need reviews! 



need features! 



need 



need news tidbits! Rumors! Gossip! Essays! 



Anything pertaining to Asian 



Phillipines 



(Japan, 



Hong 



Kong 
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Korean, etc.) science fiction or fantasy 




You name it, Ineed it (and I'll even pay you for it). For 
those of you who are familiar with Antarctic Press, my 
company is serious about publishing. AP is not some 
fly by night compnay that'll disappear like so many 
other publications. We are here to stay and so will 
Sentai, but we need your input. Join the club early! 















Send all material to: 
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:■_•»>: v. v. v ------- 



BEN DUNN 

c/o SENTAI 

7272 Wurzbach, #204 

. San Antonio, Tx. 78240 



or fax us at (21 0)61 4-5029. Or E-mail me at GENie or 

Compu-Serve. 
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Well that's all for now. See you in 60 
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Sincerely, 
Ben Dunn 

Editor 




cover coloring by Michael Cogliandro 

and Ben Dunn. 

Translations by Doug Dlin and Kuni 

Kimura. 







Godzilla, Mothra, and Mecha-Godzilla © 1994 Toho Interna- 
tional. Ultraman and UltraSeven © 1 994 Tsuburaya. Space 
Giants, Ambassador Magma © 1994 Tokyu Agency and 

Tezuka Productions. 
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Toho has announced that in addition to the American Tri-Star production of 



Godzilla there will be a sequel to the box-office smash Godzilla vs MechaGodzilla 



According to recent sources the new Toho production will involve Godzilla in 




battle with a Godzilla-like space monster. This new monster is rumored to be the 




synthesis of a space creature and the remains of Biollante (a mutant monster that 
was created with the DNA from Godzilla. 



plant cells 



and human cells). As some 



may know, in the movie Godzilla vs Biollante, the monster Biollante goes off into 

space with some human characteristics. However, this new monster is supposed to 



be even more powerful than Biollante and is without any human emotion. It is also 
rumored that this maybe Godzilla (as introduced in Godzilla 1985) last film. 




is slated for 




December 



1 994 release. 



Afterwards, Toho begins work on the all-new 

Gamera film for 1995. 
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Alex Cox has been named direc- 
tor of the new multi-million dollar Tri-Star 
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production of Godzilla. Cox is known for 
directing the off-beat movie Repo-Man 
and the smash hit Thelma and Louise. 
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For those that do not already know, the classic Tsuburaya S/F series 
Ultra Seven is now being aired in English on station TBS in the early mouning 
hours. Originally a Canadian production, the entire 49-episode run was bought by 
Turner Broadcasting and is making its debut in the U.S. It is the second of the 
Ultra-series originally airing in 1967 and is considered by many to be the most 
serious and straight forward of the Ultraman series. 

It currently airs on station TBS at 6 am Eastern standard time and 7am 
Central. Check your local listings or contact your cable company. 
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Those of you familiar with the recent Japanese live action series will know that Mighty Morphin ' Power Rangers is based on Dinomut 
Task Force J u ranger [Beast Ranger], and that even as Power Rangers has risen to popularity here in the Slates, its sequel series, Flm 
Star Task Force Dairanger \ Big Ranger\ has been running its course. Now, as Dairanger nears its end, comes news of its successor. 



Ninja Task Force Kaknranger [Hiding Ranger]. The team this time consists of five ninjas thai roam Japan taking out updated versions 
of classic Japanese monsters released by a broken seal. Red Ninja Sasuke ( monkey) is unstoppable once he starts moving, and tends to 
stick his nose into any trouble he can. White Nin ja Tsuruhime (crane) is a strong-headed girl with a heart of gold who spends most of 
her time kicking the guys on her team to get them to cooperate. Blue Ninja Saizo (wolf) thinks of himself as a nice guy, but actually 
tends to run for it in a crisis, leaving his teammates in the lurch. Yellow Ninja Scikai (bear) loves two things— food and women— and 
inclined to forget about his mission when either one of those is around. Black Ninia Jir aiva (toad), n laved hv f Ilfr/iui/m Pnwpv4>t\ um- 



food and women 



and is 



Kane Kosugi, is a quiet, would-be loner 
can't speak that much Japanese! 



either one of those is around. Black Ninja Jiraiya (toad), played by Ultraman Powered star 
quiet primarily because, being of Japanese descent but having been raised outside Japan, he 



There is also preliminary news that the latest Rohocop-slylc live-action police show, replacing Special Investigator Roho 
Jitmpersoiu will be called Blue SWAF Not much information on this show is currently available. It is said that this show will lend to be 
a little more realistic, relatively speaking, than its predecessors, in that it will use weaponry and vehicles based more on current actual 
SWAT equivalents, rather than sioing for fanciful laser guns and vehicular designs. 



Finally, a new Kamen [Masked] Rider show, Kawen Rider J, is scheduled to begin broadcasting soon. Again, not much info is 
available right now, save that the title role will be played by Yuta Mochizuki, the actor who portrayed Tyrannoranger in Jnranger. 



Kamen Rider J comes almost immediately in the wake of Kamen Rider ZO, which began showing on TV last April. No huge evil 
organization appears in ZO as in the previous Rider series. Instead, the Rider is bom as a result of the private research of a mad scientist 
(Dr. Mochizuki, played by Tsutomu Sasaki). ZO (aka Katsu A so, played by Hiroshi Tsuchikado) sleeps for four years after being 
"cyborged", but awakes to protect Dr. Moehi/iiki's son Hiroshi (Shohei Shibata) from another of the doctors creations, ihe "mm 
lifeform" Doras, a creature superior even to ZO. Whatever other changes may be evident, a Kamen Rider still has to have something to 



ride, and ZO has his own super bike, the Z-Bringer, capable of a top speed of 1500 kph. 




Left: 

The Power 

Rangers 

strut their 



stuff next 
issue! 
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ered by Takuya. Inside, they find cave 

paintings made tens of thousands of years 

of two monsters, wings outspread, (continued) 
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votes all his time to his stern training, a pterodactyl fossil is discovered oh 



Adnoa Island, a remote island in the Berin 




Sea. 



Professor Omae and his 
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assistant, Azusa Gojo, of the Life Sciences Research Institute, visit the 
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to life by the telepathic music as 

Fire Rodan , the flying beast has 



been heading for Kyoto to save 



Baby, destroying Aomori and 

Upon 

arrival, it smashes the transport 



Sendai along the way. 
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Japanese live-action monsters have. Even so, they're 
convincing enough, and a handful are really outstand- 



ing. The special effects, especially the model shots, are 
not up to Ultraman standards, but it's still possible to 
get so caught up in the whole goofy thing that they 



seem perfectly acceptable while you're following the 
story. ||if.^ ^^^^^^^^m-^M^S-^^^^^^^^^^^ 

And getting back to the story, Goldar manages to 
lure Moleasaurus to the North Pole, where he detonates 
a bomb that Rodak had placed inside the monster. 
Rodak appears by the Tokyo Tower to receive word on 
his ultimatum from the leaders of the Earth. Instead of 
getting the expected surrender, though, Rodak gets the 



shock of his life: Goldar appears and swears to defend 
the Earth! However, Rodak merely considers this a 
great test of his abilities. He accepts Goldar' s chal- 
lenge, then makes a tactical retreat (In other words, he 
runs away). 



and will show the Earthlings no mercy. In the mad rush 
to evacuate the planetarium, Tomoko is separated from 
Miko and kidnapped by the Lugo Men! 



That night, when his mother arrives home, Miko 
finds her somehow strange and distant. She tells Miko to 
make his own supper, but the furious boy declares, "I 



don't like to cook, so I guess 
goes to bed. (Oh, come on! 



won't eat tonight!" and 
mean, couldn't he make 



himself a baloney sandwich or bowl of cereal? Oh 

well...) Soon after, Miko gets suspicious of Mania's 

repeated calls to Rodak |I should hope so!], so he and his 
father tape her on a recorder. Once they have enough 
evidence they confront her, and she becomes a replilian 
humanoid in a silver space suit — the leader of the Lupa 
Men! Ito tries to run the Lugo Leader down with his tar. 

but the evil alien just vanishes from sight, laughing! 



But wait, there's even more trouble ahead! Rodak 
has a new monster! (You knew there had to be one 



The second story involves a monster named 
Birdaurus, the obligatory bird-like monster that most 
Japanese monster shows need to have. (For example, it 
closely resembles an Ultraman monster called Hydra, as 
well as a monster from Johnny Sokko and His Giant 
Robot.) Birdaurus manages to drain much of Goldar' s 
energy in a carefully conducted trap, while Rodak 
captures Ito and his assistant Kita, ruining the Mura 



family's plans for a vacation 



Ito and Kita escape to 



safety, and the real Kita has a showdown with a robot 
impostor near Goldar' s volcanic island headquarters. 
Goldar zaps Birdaurus, causing it to revert to its Hying 
saucer/egg form and fly off into space in defeat, never 



to be heard from again. (Note: This is the only time in 
the series that a monster escapes alive!) 

The third story, taking place over episodes nine 
through twelve, is a very important one in the show's 
overall storyline, as it is the first appearance of the 



s 



Lugo Men from the Nastrix Galaxy. The Lugo Men are 
Rodak' s identity-shifting henchmen, able to change 
their appearance to look like any person they choose. 
In their normal state, they look like stuntmen wearing 
black turtleneeks, black pants, black sneakers", and 



somewhere.) This creature, Zandosus, is a great sea 
serpent with the ability to drain sound waves right out of 
the atmosphere, whose attack leaves Tokyo bereft of 
sound! People can't even talk to each other! There is a 
scene in the Mura house where Ito and Miko realize they 
can't hear each other, so they have to use a pad and pen 
to write messages to each other. The dubbers totally 
ruined this scene, though, by having the characters 



saying things like, "What? Are you talking to me? I 
can't hear you!" perfectly audibly. 

Despite the goofiness of this plotline, Zandosus does 



make for an interesting monster. All we ever see of it is 
its head and tail, except for one animated long shot. 
Animation was frequently used in Space Giants as an 
alternative to trickier special effects, and the scene where 
the serpent attacks a ship is actually rather chilling. The 
ship radios for assistance, but the S.O.S. (actually seen 
animated as the letters "S.O.S. ") is swallowed up by 
Zandosus, leaving the ship helpless. 

Despite the effectiveness of this scene, the whole 
Zandosus-stealing-sound- waves plot gets thankfully little 
screen time. Instead, the story mostly revolves around 
the intrigue of locating the Lugo Men's base. This is 



black stockings over their heads. Often durin 




a fight 



scene, you can see their shirts ride up, showing their 



resolved by the old Japanese-TV-show standby routine 
of having the heroes hide in the back of the villains' cat 



white T-shirts underneath. Today, TV is more sophisti 

■ 

cated; if a character's shirt rides up now, he just 

straightens it out on camera. (See Star Trek: The Next 
Generation.) 



As the story opens, the Lugo Men arrive on Earth 
in small spaceships, picked up on radar as possible 
meteorites. I u> and his American assistant Liz go out 
into the countryside to investigate. Instead of meteor- 
ites, though, the find the tiny spaceships of the Lugo 
Men, As the two reporters look on in horror, the Lugo 
Men emerge from their ships and walk on water! Ito 
leaves Liz on guard and hustles off to warn his bosses 
at NPI, but in his absence, Liz is captured and a Lugo 
Man takes her place! 

Things get even worse when Miko and his mom go 
to a planetarium for a show. At the show, Rodak 
appears and announces that he is tired of being patient 



(An aside for you younger readers: Before you were 
born, cars were made large enough that it was actually 
possible to hide in the back seat without people in the 

front knowing you were there.) Eventually, Miko, Gam, 
Ito, and Silvar locate the Lugo Men's base, a patch of 
woods. They are able to destroy the Lugo Leader, but 
forget to ask him where Tomoko is being held before 
they kill him off. The result of this is quite logical — the) 
don't find Mama, and the story ends with her still a 
prisoner of Rodak! 

The fourth story is one of the best. It definitely has 
the best monster, anyway. Taron is a heat-generating 
dinosaur who destroyed the planet Kual. However, the 

Kins of Kual sent his onlv daughter. I it;i in a snart^hin 



King of Kual sent his only daughter, Lita, in a spaceship 
to Earth. Once on Earth, she is given super powers by 
our yellow sun — oh no, wait, that's somebody else. 
Once on Earth, she is conveniently discovered by Gam, 
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The crew 
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Ultimate Hero 
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I just thought it 

forgiving. 



Douglas currently 



writes for U.S. Renditions and is 
developing a project for Roger Corman. By the 
way, the ST. TNG script has won him meetings 
with some Star Trek: Deep Space Nine staff 

writers. If you see Kyra pull out a Beta Capsule 
you read it here first. 



nd Douglas 



Ultraman: The Ultimate Hero was filmed in 
Los Angeles, but America won't get to see it first 



First, all thirteen episodes will be released on 
nome video in Japan. Then the series will be 
aired on Japanese network television. Finally and 
hopefully, the show will be syndicated in 

America. Current rumors condemn the show to 
the Lifetime or USA cable networks. However, 
he astonishing success of Mighty Morphin ' Power 

Rangers may boost Ultraman 's chances of bein 

properly syndicated. "I think it' 
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Some people felt Ultraman: Towards the 

7 uture was disappointing. Blending a classic 
*ero with new-age nonsense wasn't the best idea. 

'1 Iranian preferred to shoo away the monsters, as 
( afraid to break a nail, the token Asian actress 



ke her lines phonetically, and during the entire 

n of the show, UMA did one thing: shoot 



fcraman! The list goes on (Can you say "alleged 
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Antarctic Press is Proud to announce the return of 




series 



Ninja High School 

Continuing with issue 40 



* 



After what seemed 



like 



$2.75 U.S. / $3.75 Canadian 

June 1994 

an eternity, NHS is home. 




